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The Cherokee called them Kanugatli and ate them raw or baked into cobblers.® Blackberries,
and their accompanying brambles, have been a valued element of human life for millennia.

In the southern United States, the working classes depended on the blackberry bounty
for both food and money. In the antebellum South, enslaved Black Americans picked
blackberries for sustenance and to earn money outside of their enslaver’s control.™ “My furs’
money was made by gathering blackberries to sell at Gushen Hill to a lady dat made wine from
dem. | bought candy wit de money,”" recalled Gus Feaster in an interview for the WPA Slave
Narrative Project. While Union and Confederate soldiers fought over slavery, blackberry fields
became the locus of battles between Confederate and Union soldiers as both sides strove
against their common enemies: hunger and scurvy.' After the war and until fence and trespass
laws eliminated common rights, blackberry picking offered freed men, women, and children a
way to put food on the table and some money in their pockets, or as one historian put it, a way
of “getting by.”"* Yet, anti-foraging laws limited access to blackberries and gave rise to a once
unthinkable prospect—farming blackberries.

Farming blackberries had always seemed a ludicrous prospect. After all, blackberries
were available to everyone for free and thrived in neglect. The wide availability of blackberries

stifled attempts to domesticate the berry for cultivation—' at least until access to the commons
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