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moment of peace as the zoo superintendent and the baby elephant sat companionably
eating apples.
ZOO0S VERSUS NATURE
About a month after her arrival, The Times lured readers to visit the zoological gardens
and see for themselves the wonders of the world brought to London and announced the
arrival of “the smallest elephant ever to be brought to England” (1865:12). The article
celebrated, as did Bartlett, that England could have a pair of breeding African elephants.
Little did The Times or Bartlett know that by bringing Jumbo and Alice together at such a
young age, they were actually making it less likely that the two elephants would mate.
Elephant herds are matriarchal, and males typically leave the family group
between the ages of twelve and fifteen. At this age, young bull elephants either leave
voluntarily, or the matriarch will dismiss them to the bull areas when they grow weary of
their adolescent antics (O’Connell 2015:33). Shipping bull elephants off to the bull areas
relieves the herd of their hooliganism, but also provides the young bulls appropriate
mentors, as the presence of older males has shown to temper spikes in hormone levels
(Bradshaw et al. 2005:807). Studies have also shown that male African elephants tend to
ignore familiar female vocalizations, but are very attentive to novel females—likely an
evolutionary tool to avoid inbreeding (Stoeger and Baotic 2017). Considering that female
and male elephants raised together, like Jumbo and Alice were, segregated sexually in

early adolescence, and then avoided each other as potential mates, it is unsurprising that
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