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As communities expand and build on wildlife habitat, human and wildlife interactions are

common, and while most carnivores living in urban and suburban ecosystems tend to be small
and reproduce quickly, black bears buck the trend (Lyons 2005, 255). Black bears are

opportunistic feeders who have adapted well to human env})nments and supplement their diet
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with foods gleaned from human structures, from bird feeders to trash cg (Ditchkoff et al 2006,

6). While many.camaineres=PaITTIC 115k 01 human tolerances by foraging close to humanity, black
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bears enjoy a niche created by their large size, low rate of attack on humans, and place in our
communal imagination (Delie et al 2023; Curtis and Hadidian 2010). Essentially, since black

bears are cool to watch and aren't usually aggressive: ro humans, they are tolerated even when
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they dig through our trash or wander into a student protest.

Black bears are a common sight on campus and may even contribute to the number of
nature-loving students who choose to attend UNC Asheville. Wilderness recreation and
ecotourism draw people to remote parts of the continent with the promise of fulfilling people’s
desires to see wildlife, especially charismatic animals like bears (Harding 2014, 174). For

prospective students looking to connect with nature as part of their undergraduate experience,
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